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NUA NEWS NUA NEWS 
 

TǛnǕ koutou e ngǕ MǕtua me ngǕ Whaea    March 2011 

 

Dear Parents and Caregivers 

 

Welcome to the 2011 year.  It has been a busy start with many new 

enrolments at all year levels.  The administration refurbishment is well 

under way.  We are working in make shift accommodation. 

Whilst the front area and 

reception are still not 

operational the Student 

Centre is functioning well 

and the surroundings are 

improving daily.  At 

present the  Student Centre 

deals with all business but 

once the new reception 

area is habitable the 

Student Centre will be the 

centre of all student 

business. 

 

We have had some 

excellent NCEA results 

including seven 

Scholarships.  This year 

we are celebrating the 

successes of four of our 

students. Three Year 13ôs 

from 2010: 

Ali Rogers who gained 

Scholarships in English, 

Biology and Painting; 

Nathan Young who   

Above:  The main reception area under renovation. 
Below:   Student Centre 

Gained Scholarships in Science and Statistics and Modelling:Amy 

Williams who gainedScholarship in Accounting and from Year 12,  

Alexander Heyes who gained a Scholarship in Statistics & Modelling 



 

A Word From Our Principal 

These students are in the top 3% of all students in the country in each of their subjects. 

 

We have had news from four students who left at the end of 2009 to do Health Science that they 

have been accepted into Medical School.  Congratulations to Campbell Heron, Mike Yee, Pat Yee 

and Marilag Fernandez - we are proud of you. 

 

There was improvement at each level in NCEA in 2010 and it was of particular note that: 

97% of Year 13 had Level 1, 92% of Year 13 had Level 2, 74% of Year 13 had Level 3, with 70 

gaining University entrance. 

The longer students stay on at college the greater the guarantee of success.  The minimum 

qualification for students to leave college with in order to take up an apprenticeship or enter 

further training is Level 2. 

 

We also congratulate our Year 9 Scholarship winners who we hope will be our high achievers of 

the future.  We will be meeting regularly with these students to monitor their progress as the 

school year unfolds. 

 

Each year we celebrate with the students who have achieved Excellence or Merit in NCEA.  Board 

Members, Deans and I have lunch with these excellent achievers.  This year we celebrated with 34 

students who were in Year 11-13 in 2010 who had Merit or Excellence endorsed certificates for 

NCEA.  They need 50 credits at Merit or above or 50 Excellence Credits to achieve these 

endorsements. 

 

Level 3 Endorsement of Excellence 

Nathan Young    

Level 3  Endorsement of Merit 

Giselle Mulholland   Garratt Boyle   Emma Te Hanve 

Kristina Kulvis    Manuela Carnaghi 

Level 2  Endorsement of Excellence 

Alexander Heyes    James Gilroy   Andrew Lankshear   

Level 2 Endorsement of Merit 

Summer Sorensen   Elisha Masoe   Andrew Berry 

Hannah McMillan-Archibald  Conor Neilson   Anna Mariae Tate 

Jonathan Young    Caleb Jago-Ward   Manuela Carnaghi 

Level 1 Endorsement of Excellence 

Eva Lu     Harriet Boyle   Jamie Searle 

Brent Staples    Silabhakta Livirya    

Level 1 Endorsement of Merit 

Carl Hofmann    Nathan Hollows   Tessanna Imrie 

Zoe McBrydie    Allyssa Carle   Annalise Higgins 

Matthew Duff    Janelle Sanson   Michael Sue 

Timothy Su    Emma Wilson 

    

 

Congratulations to all of our NCEA students and scholarship winners and their families who have 

supported them. 



 

A Word From Our Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to our 2011 Year 9 High Achiever Scholarship recipients.  We look forward to 

following their progress. 

 

Left to right:  Mikaere Kaywood, Vada Bowling, Michael Corbett, Samuel Davies, Nathaniel 

Payton, Sophie Garbett, Frances Bacon and Tessica Allen. 

Senior Merit/Excellence Students 



 

A Word From Our Principal 

 

 

Each year we extend a warm welcome to our new teachers.  They are: 

 

James Losôe Assistant Principal 

Kate Staniford Head of Faculty Mathematics 

Andre Jacobs Head of Faculty Technology 

Paul Wright Teacher in Charge of Music 

Greg Preston Teacher in Charge of Agriculture/Horticulture  

Carlos Carmona Teacher in Charge of Spanish 

Chris Tews  Director of the Services Academy 

 

Our vision is ñSuccess for all Studentsò.  The essential elements in being successful include: 

 

¶ Arriving on time (lessons commence at 8.40amðstudents should be at college by 8.35am) 

¶ Being well prepared with correct equipment. 

¶ Setting high expectations of yourself. 

¶ Asking for help when you do not understand. 

¶ Taking every opportunity to be involved in the wider life of the college. 

 

Please support your son/daughter by helping them in their efforts to get it right and encourage 

them to give everything their best effort. 

 

Tutor teachers have been phoning home regarding uniform but it continues to be an issue for some 

of our young women.  The skirt length that is acceptable has been clearly communicated to them:  

5cm from the ground when kneeling is the shortest that is acceptable.  I ask that you assist us and 

that the few remaining short skirts are lengthened or a new one purchased. 

 

It has been a great start to 2011-lots of activities as you will see in the following pages.  I look for-

ward to working with you all again this year. 

 

Brenda Burns 

Principal 

 

 

CHRISTCHURCH EARTHQUAKE 

 

Our thoughts have been with the families in Christchurch who have lost 

homes and loved ones.  The support and caring that we have seen being 

shown to the families in need has heightened our understanding of the 

necessity to support each other at all times.  Life is precious and in some 

cases far too short. 

 



 

New Staff 

 

 

James Losôe    Andre Jacobs    Kate Staniford 

Assistant Principal   Head of Faculty Technology  Head of Faculty Maths 

Greg Preston    Carlos Carmona    Paul Wright 

Teacher in Charge Ag/Hort  Teacher in Charge Spanish  Teacher in Charge Music 

Chris Tews     Andrew Salton 

Director Services Academy  Assistant to the Director 

      Services Academy 



 

Year 9 Powhiri 

 
 

Year 9 have settled in well.  It was fabulous to see so many parents/caregivers supporting 

their students by attending the powhiri and the sausage sizzle.  Both were most enjoyable 

occasions. 



 

Year 13 Rock Up Programme 

On the 7th of February this year the Year 13ôs had the Rock Up programme, which consisted of us 

going to four activities.  A session with Miss Sharon Moerkerk about NCEA (Level 3 in 

particular) and the changes made to University Entrance with the introduction of the points 

system; a session with Mr Kerry Pile (Yr 13 Dean) and Whaea Pani Kerehoma (Careers Advisor) 

about our chosen career paths and what we want to achieve in life. We also spent time with our 

Health Nurse Sue about healthy and unhealthy relationships and the difference between them. 

And we got to go rock climbing, this was a test to show the year 13ôs the importance of driving 

safe and the severity that distractions cause.  

 

All together this programme was extremely enjoyable and educational for us, Yr 13ôs, to think 

about our future as well as the present to help prepare us for what we will experience in the 

coming years. 

Caleb Barone 



 

Year 13 BBQ 

  

Left: Three hot DJôs 

(clockwise from left) Anna 

Tate, Hannah McMillan-

Archibald (Head Girl), 

Ashley Hodges were spotted 

in the Collegeôs new radio 

broadcasting room. The girls 

provided the students in the 

quad with lively music that 

helped to make the event a 

success.  

The Year 13 students arranged a sausage sizzle to 

welcome the new intake of Year 9 students to the 

college.  

Left:  Elisha Masoe, the Head Boy, was captured 

promoting his teamôs delicious wares. Well done 

to the prefect team who have helped to make our 

Year 9 group feel welcome. 

Below Henry Geiger discusses kiwi barbecue 

techniques with Aaron Smith (centre) and Lily 

Webster-Adams at the sausage sizzle. 



 

Year 13 Camp 

 

 

During week three the  Year 13 students set out to Tatum Park to reinstate an old school tradition ï 

Senior Camp. The camp which had been a part of the school tradition for many years had been 

stopped as a result of costs and student work commitments. However in response to requests from 

senior students SMT decided to reinstate the camp tradition. The camp is held locally in an attempt 

to curtail expenses.  

 

The aims of the camp were: 

 

¶ Strengthen group cohesion and support networks 

¶ Develop leadership skills 

¶ Establish House identity and culture 

¶ Build relationships between tutors/parents/students  

¶ Goal setting and career guidance 

 

One huge advantage of holding the camp locally, was the fact that parents and care givers could 

join the students and their tutors for a goal setting evening at the start of their final year at school. 

After discussions with College Staff parents were treated to a concert arranged by our Guidance 

Counsellor Gary OôBrien and the new Assistant Principal James Losôe. 

 

Based upon the success of the camp and the positive comments from the students, parents and staff 

we can count on this tradition being supported in the future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 9 Tabloid Sports 

 

This year tabloid sports was 

held very early in the term so 

students in all classes could 

bond and get to know each 

other. 

 

The tabloids were won by Mr 

Tateôs tutor class and along 

with Mr Smithôs tutor class 

they won the house 

competition which was taken 

out by Ngaio. 

 

Along with two events in the 

pool there was the gumboot 

toss, greasy slide and shoot 

the goal to keep the students      

entertained   and on the go. 

 

The afternoon was a huge 

success both for students and 

teachers. 


