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WELCOME


This booklet contains information about what it is like to be a Year 9 student at Horowhenua College.  It contains the answers to many questions you may have about secondary school.

You will find information about
· Choosing a secondary school
· Being placed in a class
· The first few days
· Uniform
· Stationery
· Costs
· Buses
· Course information
· The timetable
· The wide range of other activities available

Enjoy reading through the booklet and then keep it handy for reference later.



HOW DO I CHOOSE WHICH SECONDARY SCHOOL TO ATTEND?

Remind yourself this is an important decision, one that will affect the next 5 years of your life.
The following checklist of questions might help you.

In Class programmes:
· Can I study all the subjects in Year 9?
· Will these subjects continue in Years 10, 11, 12, 13?
· Who will support and encourage my learning?
· Will the programmes meet my needs?
· Will teachers expect me to be the best I can be?
· Will the work in my classes be at the right level for me?
· Can I use computers in every classroom?

Out of Class activities:
· What opportunities are there to do the things I like?
	-	can I play all the sports I want?
	-	can I get involved in lots of cultural activities?
Buildings:
· Does the school look nice?
· Does the school have special rooms for Computers, Art, Technology, PE, Sports, Drama and Music?
· Is there an Information Centre?
· Is there a Careers Centre?

General:
· Is it friendly and welcoming?
· Are the students happy?  Does the place have a good feel?
· Does it feel safe?
· Do students and staff show pride in their school?
· What is its reputation?
· Are the teachers friendly and helpful?
	Will this school be able to give me the type of education  I  want, in the type of environment  I  like?



How can I find out the answers?
· Look at the Prospectus
· Visit the school - ask questions
· Ask friends
· Ask students currently at the school
· Look at the most recent ERO Report

	


 WHAT WILL THE FIRST FEW DAYS BE LIKE?


These thoughts - and many more - will probably be amongst those of any Year 9 student starting a new school and especially if they come from a small school.  At Horowhenua College we take great care to make a new Year 9 student feel welcome. 

As you arrive on the first day there will be teachers and senior students waiting to greet you.  Everyone will go together to the Whare for the Year 9 Powhiri.  Then, you will be divided into Tutor Groups and, with your new Tutor and some senior students, will go to your Tutor Group Room.  The rest of that day will be spent with the Tutor Group and Peer Support leaders learning names, getting to know each other, getting to know your way around the College and meeting your teachers.

There is no need to bring too much equipment on your first day - a pen, pencil and note pad will do - and make sure you bring your swimming togs because, all being well, there should be an opportunity for a swim in the school swimming pool ... and don’t forget lunch!

For each Year 9 Tutor Group there will be several senior students called Peer Support Leaders whose challenge is to help answer your questions, reassure you and help you to adjust and feel that you are now part of our College community. 

On the first day you will receive a homework diary, which also contains important information about the College.  Together with your Tutor and classmates, you will go through some tasks designed to help you learn about your College. You will meet teachers, learn how to read a timetable, find your rooms (and the Canteen!), learn class times, get to know fellow classmates, find out how to join in activities, and find out a host of other important facts.  If you don’t know anyone when you arrive you will by the end of the day.  A buddy can be arranged for you if you would like.

Each week in Term 1 you will spend time with your Peer Support Leaders.  After 3 or 4 weeks your Tutor Group will be involved in a Tabloid Sports event with your senior buddies.  This will help to build class spirit and to teach you to work together as a co-operative working unit - you should really feel at home by now!
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Hey – perhaps it’s not so scary after all – not when there are so many people who care and are willing to help.






JUNIOR UNIFORM (Year 9 & 10)

The uniform is an attractive one and should be worn properly and with pride.  The College expects students to maintain a high standard of dress and grooming at all times.

Correct uniform is to be worn when students are:
· Attending school
· Travelling to and from school
· Representing the College on sports, cultural and educational trips
· Attending college functions

	Shirt (boys & girls)
	Mid-blue, long or short sleeved shirt.  (A white skivvy or tee-shirt may be worn under the shirt but its sleeves should not show below the sleeves of the shirt).

	Blouse (girls only)

	Mid-blue, short sleeved blouse.  (A white skivvy or tee-shirt may be worn under the blouse but its sleeves should not show below the sleeves of the blouse).

	Jersey
	Mid-blue, v-necked jersey with red and white trim.

	Skirt (girls)
	Knee length red and blue checked skirt.

	Shorts (boys)
	Dark blue College shorts – shorts must be worn pulled up so that the waistband is around the waist.

	Trousers (boys & girls)
	Plain, dark blue College trousers.

	Shoes
	Plain black solid soled leather shoes - no boots, suede, high heels, skate shoes or sports shoes.

	Sandals
	Black roman sandals.  To be worn in Terms 1 and 4 only (without socks or pantyhose).

	Socks
	Light blue knee length socks – boys or girls.
Navy blue or black pantyhose or tights - girls.

	Polar Fleece Jacket
	Plain, dark blue polar fleece jacket with College crest.

	Scarf
	Plain dark blue scarf.

	Jewellery
	Only one small, plain stud or sleeper in each ear lobe and a watch.  A necklace/pendant of major cultural/religious significance may be worn under the blouse/shirt.  No other necklaces, beads, chains, rings, bracelets or visible body piercings may be worn.

	PE Uniform 
(Years 9 & 10)
	Red shorts, Dry fit T shirt with student’s house colours down the side.  The uniform can be purchased from the College.  



Miscellaneous
In wet weather a plain, dark blue, shower-proof parka or jacket may be worn.
Boys of all levels must be clean shaven.
Make up and nail polish (on fingernails or toenails) may not be worn.




Questions About Uniform
If you are in any doubt about the acceptability of an item of uniform you are strongly advised to contact the Assistant Principal, before purchasing the item.  An early inquiry can help prevent wasted expenditure.


BUSES

If you need to catch a bus to and from school, the following information gives you the times and places you need.

SHANNON
Departs 7.50 am from public toilets

HOKIO
Departs 7.55 am from beach store

WAITARERE
Departs 8.00 am from beach store via Kawiu Road

KUKU
Departs 7.45 am, Ohau Hall 7.55 am via Ohau / Main Road / McLeavey Road

KOPUTAROA
Departs Potts Hill 7.45 am

All buses depart Horowhenua College at 3.20 pm

TIMETABLE

Your timetable for the week could look something like this:
	Start 8.40am

	Periods
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	1
	Maths
	Science
	Rotation 1
	Option
	Social Studies

	2
	Tutor Time
	Assembly
	Tutor Time

	3
	English
	PE
	Science
	Maths
	Rotation 2

	First break 10.55am – 11.25am

	4
	Science
	Social Studies
	PE
	English
	Option

	5
	Social Studies
	Rotation 1
	English
	Science
	Maths

	Second break 1.25pm – 2.10pm

	6
	Option
	Maths
	Rotation 2
	PE
	English

	Finish 3.10pm



TERM DATES 2012


	Term 1
	Monday 30 January
	to
	Thursday 5 April

	Term 2
	Monday 23 April
	to
	Friday 29 June

	Term 3
	Monday 16 July
	to
	Friday 28 September

	Term 4
	Monday 15 October
	to
	Friday 7 December



Public Holidays

Waitangi Day		Monday 6 February
Good Friday		Friday 6 April
Anzac Day		Wednesday 25 April
Queen’s Birthday	Monday 4 June
Labour Day		Monday 22 October


TIMES OF THE DAY

	
	Mon, Tues, Fri
	Wednesday
	Thursday 

	Period 1
	8.40 – 9.40
	8.40 – 9.40
	8.40 – 9.35

	Period 2
	9.40 – 9.55
	9.40 – 10.40
	9.35 – 10.05

	Period 3/ First Break on Wednesday
	9.55 – 10.55
	10.40 – 11.05
	10.05 – 10.55

	First Break/Period 3 on Wednesday
	10.55 – 11.25
	11.05 – 11.25
	10.55 – 11.25

	Period 4
	11.25 – 12.25
	11.25 – 12.25
	11.25 – 12.25

	Period 5
	12.25 – 1.25
	12.25 – 1.25
	12.25 – 1.25

	Second Break
	1.25 – 2.10
	1.25 – 2.10
	1.25 – 2.10

	Period 6
	2.10 – 3.10
	2.10 – 3.10
	2.10 – 3.10



On wet days lunchtime is shortened by 15 minutes (1.25 – 1.55) and the day ends at 2.55pm.

STATIONERY

Year 9 students require the following stationery items for 2011.
English
2 x 1B5 exercise book (soft cover)
A3 scrapbook
3B1 notebook 
Maths
3 x 1J5 exercise books
manilla folder, glue stick, ruler & protractor, blue or black pen, pencil, coloured pencils
Science
3 x 1B5 exercise books (soft cover)
glue pen/stick; packet of coloured pencils; red, blue, green pen; ruler
Social Studies
2 x 1B5 exercise books (soft or hard cover)
20 page clearfile
glue pen/stick, packet of felt pens, ruler
PE & Health
1B5 exercise book
glue pen/stick
PE Booklet
Art
Art kit available from the College Office approx. $55 (this will last for 2 years)
Music
1B5 exercise book 
packet of coloured pencils, ruler 
Drama
1B5 exercise book 
Spanish
1B5 exercise book
20 page clearfile, refill pad, glue stick
Maori
1B5 exercise book 
3B1 notebook
Japanese
1B5 exercise book 
1H5 exercise book
20 page clearfile 
Tikanga Maori
1B5 exercise book
Reading
1B5 exercise book
SCHOOL COSTS

The following is a summary of the costs which Year 9 students pay.  Although every effort is made to keep these as low as possible, it is impossible for the College to meet the needs of all students without some charges on caregivers. 
Hardship:  Where caregivers have difficulty in meeting fees, a confidential call to the Principal or the Executive Officer would be appreciated.   
No student will miss out on instruction because of financial hardship.
Subject Costs - $120.00
This covers the cost of subject fees (covers the “take home” component of practical subjects), and homework books.

PE Uniform - $55.00
The PE uniform is compulsory and is available from the College office.

Art Kit – Approximately $55.00
An Art Kit will be required by all Year 9 students as Art is now compulsory in Year 9.  The Art Kit will be able to be used in both Years 9 and 10.  The Art Kit does not need to be purchased until the student begins their Art option.

Information Technology Fee - $25.00
This is to assist us to continue to provide and maintain computers and keep us up to date with Technology.

Activities Fee:
		$60.00 for 1 pupil
		$90.00 for 2 pupils in one family
		$110.00 for 3 or more pupils in one family
Activities Fees are used to pay for items not supplied by the Ministry of Education, e.g. travel subsidies, school magazine, swimming pool maintenance, special student projects.  The Activities Fee is tax deductible.

Payment of Fees
All fees may be paid by automatic payment or by instalment.  A regular payment of $10.00 per week all year would cover the essential costs.  If you would like to set up an automatic payment to take advantage of this facility please phone the College’s Executive Officer, Mrs Pauline Waite on 368 6159, ext 706.

Payment of the above fees can be made to the College from the time your child’s enrolment is confirmed.  The Student Centre Office is open on weekdays from 8.30 am – 3.30 pm.  

Locker Charges:
      The cost for a locker is	$15.00 hire plus $25.00 for a locker key. 
	Alternatively, if two students wish to share a locker, the cost for each student is $7.50 hire plus $25.00 each for a locker key.
       
       $25.00 is refundable at the end of the year on return of the key

Sports Fees:
Fees for separate sports are charged to cover the costs of affiliation fees, cleaning of playing strip and, in the case of hockey, turf fees.

Activities Week: 
In the middle of Term 4, students participate in Activities Week.  Costs will depend on the activity a student chooses.  Some have a very small cost and others like the trips to Rotorua and Tauranga, Taupo and the Marlborough Sounds are more expensive.  Students know which trip they are on by Term 3 so they can begin to fundraise.

Itinerant Music Resource Costs:
Tuition in most instruments is available in school time at Horowhenua College.  Lessons are subsidised to a large degree and only an annual resource fee is payable.  Some musical instruments can be hired for the year.  The fees are listed below:

	
	Resource Fee
	Hire Fee

	Flute
	$20.00
	$60.00

	Clarinet and saxophone
	$20.00
	$80.00

	Recorder
	$20.00
	

	Piano / Keyboard
	$40.00
	

	Drums
	$50.00
	

	Guitar
	$30.00
	

	Voice
	$40.00
	

	Brass instrument
	$20.00
	




COURSE INFORMATION

The information on the following pages has been written to give you information about the courses Year 9 students take in their first year at College and information to help both students and caregivers make choices about option subjects that will lead on to later studies at school



Outlines for each subject have been written to show:-

· 	what will be covered in all subjects offered at this level

· 	methods of learning

· 	where the subject leads to in later studies or careers

· 	other details of costs or additional equipment needed


CURRICULUM OVERVIEW
This chart shows you how the subjects you take in Year 9 lead on to other subjects in following years.
	YEAR 9
	YEAR 10
	YEAR 11
	YEAR 12
	YEAR 13

	Languages

	English
Tikanga Maori
Spanish
Te Reo Maori
Japanese
ESOL
	English

Spanish
Te Reo Maori
Japanese
ESOL
	English

Spanish
Te Reo Maori
Japanese
ESOL
	English

Spanish
Te Reo Maori Japanese
ESOL
	English
English Studies
Spanish
Te Reo Maori Japanese
ESOL

	Mathematics
	
	
	
	

	Mathematics
	Mathematics
	Mathematics


Accounting

	Mathematics


Accounting

	Maths (Calculus)
Maths (Statistics)

Accounting


	Science

	Science



	Science

	Science
Agricultural & Horticultural Science
	Science
Biology
Chemistry
Physics
Agricultural & Horticultural Scence
	Biology
Chemistry
Physics

	Social Sciences

	Social Studies
	Social Studies
Consumer Studies
	Studies of Society
[bookmark: _GoBack]
	Social Studies
Geography
History
Tourism
	Social Studies
Geography
History
Tourism

	Arts

	Music
Art
Drama
	Music
Art
Drama
	Music
Art
Drama
	Music
Art
Drama
Design
Photography
	Music
Art
Drama
Design
Photography

	Technology

	Design Technology
Materials Technology
Production & Processes
Information Technology
	Food Technology
Production & Processes
Materials Technology
Information Technology
	Graphics
Creative Catering
Sew and Wear
Automotive Engineering
Engineering
Furniture for Flatters
Information Technology
Business Studies
	Graphics
Creative Catering
Sew and Wear
Automotive Engineering
Engineering
Carpentry
Information Technology
Business Studies
	Graphics
Creative Catering
Sew and Wear

Engineering
Carpentry
Information Technology Business Studies

	Physical Education

	Physical Education
Health

	Physical Education
Health
Outdoor Education
	Physical Education
Sports Science
Outdoor Education

	Physical Education
Sports Science
Outdoor Education

	Physical Education
Sports Science
Outdoor Education


	Support and Guidance

	Reading
	Reading
	Life Skills

	Life Skills
Gateway
	Life Skills
Gateway






ARTS
Photography
Cultural Awards
Evening
NCEA Levels 1, 2 & 3

Murals
Stage Challenge
Extension Trips to Galleries, Designers, 
Universities

Choir
.
Design
Senior 
Workshops

Dramatic School
Productions
Activities Week
Lunchtime 
Concerts
Smokefree Rock Quest
‘Tararua’ – 
School
Magazine
Gallery Art Trip for
Senior Students
Theatre 
Sports


Recording
Studio
Ball Gown Fashion Parade
Talent Quest

Years 9 & 10
Drama
The Arts at Horowhenua College
“Artistic Excellence makes the world sit up in wonder”


Jazz Band
Music Lessons















































SPORT


Mountain Biking
.
Boys Rugby
Girls Hockey
Waka Ama
Golf
Girls Soccer
Athletics

PE Courses at
Year 11, 12 & 13 Level
Rock Climbing
Boys Soccer
Canoe Polo
Equestrian

Boxing

Girls Rugby
Swimming
Rowing


New Zealand provides many exciting outdoor 
experiences.  In their time at the College,
students will have many opportunities to
experience “the great outdoors” and to take
part in physical activities.

Boys Hockey 
Activities Week
Year 9 Tabloid
Sports Day
Triathlon
Outdoor Education
Year 9 / 10 PE
Table Tennis
Cross Country

House Competitions







Netball



Rowing








Bowls




BowlsBasketball



Tae Kwon Do



YEAR 9 COURSE STRUCTURE



CORE SUBJECTS
All students do these subjects	ENGLISH
for the full year.	MATHEMATICS
	SCIENCE
	SOCIAL STUDIES
	PHYSICAL EDUCATION/HEALTH

	



OPTION SUBJECTS	
Students select AT LEAST ONE	JAPANESE
of these subjects which they take            	SPANISH
for part of the year.  All students are	TE REO MAORI
encouraged to take a language.	READING
	ESOL

		



ROTATION SUBJECTS
All students do these subjects.	 
During the week, students do	ART
two or three different Rotation	MUSIC	
subjects.  Each subject runs	DRAMA
for 12 weeks.	TECHNOLOGY	
	TIKANGA MAORI	   


CORE SUBJECTS

ENGLISH


COURSE CONTENT

You will learn about English in all its different forms:-
Written English, which is writing and reading; spoken English, which is talking and listening; and visual English which is viewing and presenting.  By studying all these modes you will increase your knowledge, skills and interests in English.

You will also have the opportunity to improve your basic literacy if you choose the Reading option.  Details of this option are given later in this booklet.

METHODS OF LEARNING

Knowledge, skills and interests are developed by studying a wide range of things - like stories, plays, poems, films and speeches, and then writing and speaking about them. 

WHERE DOES THE SUBJECT LEAD?

Hopefully, a lifelong interest in reading, and perhaps even writing.  As well, the communication skills developed, and the interests encouraged in English, are essential in almost every job or career path that can be followed.  There are several paths towards NCEA in English after Year 10.






                               



MATHEMATICS


COURSE CONTENT

Students will take part in the Secondary Schools Numeracy Project.  For many this will be a continuation of the work they have done in their previous school.  The Mathematics course will cover Number, Algebra, Geometry, Measurement, and Statistics and Probability over the course of the year.

METHODS OF LEARNING

For any Numeracy work you will work in groups determined by your level of achievement and knowledge.  Completing homework is also part of your learning time. 

WHERE DOES THE SUBJECT LEAD?

At Horowhenua College we expect you to do Mathematics for the first three years.  There are different levels of attainment offered in both the Year 11 and Year 12 Mathematics programmes.  These allow us to cater for all levels of mathematical ability.  

Competence in Mathematics and, in particular, Numeracy is a major requirement sought by most employers.  It is also desirable for your own personal use in society.
OTHER DETAILS

You will need a Mathematics Homework book.  This is supplied by the College and charged to your caregivers as part of the Subject Costs.  You will also need basic gear such as ruler, pen, pencil, glue stick and coloured pencils.  
           
                       
                                    [image: ]

SCIENCE


COURSE CONTENT

You will learn about living things, light, chemical reactions, food, energy, matter, astronomy, plants and technology.

You will further improve skills in the key competencies by working individually and working in groups.  The science skills learnt include problem solving, planning experiments, doing experiments, gathering data, graphing and interpreting information.

METHODS OF LEARNING

You will learn by listening, watching, thinking, drawing, talking and trying things out.  You will use books, worksheets, puzzles, crosswords, discussion, videos, computers and do experiments.

Each topic will include classwork, homework, quizzes and an assessment task.
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WHERE DOES THE SUBJECT LEAD?

Studying Science helps prepare us for future life.  It gives the widest choice of subjects in the senior school and the greatest choice of careers.

In Year 12 and 13, Science splits into four separate subjects – Biology, Chemistry, Physics and Science.  Well over half of all possible careers require at least one senior science subject.



SOCIAL STUDIES


COURSE CONTENT

You will learn about how people in different cultures, times and places think, feel and act; how they organise their way of life, interact with others and initiate or respond to change.

Social Studies will help you to understand about important events and issues happening both in New Zealand and overseas.
 
Four major topics are covered in our studies at Year 9:
How Governments work, Rich and Poor Nations of the World, the Stolen Generation, and Sacred Places in New Zealand.

METHODS OF LEARNING

You will learn using a variety of resources including text books, internet, newspapers, television and DVDs.  Each topic will involve you reading, writing, discussing, working in groups and researching. 

WHERE DOES THE SUBJECT LEAD?

In the senior school you can study senior Social Studies, History, Geography, and Tourism.  Beyond secondary school you could study subjects like Law, Political Studies, Sociology, Psychology and Environmental Studies.  Many career opportunities are available in areas such as Law, Journalism, Teaching, Foreign Affairs, Social Work, Broadcasting.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND HEALTH


COURSE CONTENT

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Students will follow a programme involving their general and cardiovascular fitness, adventure-based learning, athletics, aquatics, large and small ball skills, and gymnastics.  The course involves you learning about co-operation, social responsibility, leadership, sportsmanship, and participation in new challenges and teamwork.

HEALTH

You will learn about Hauora – total well being, how to keep yourselves safe and healthy, puberty. You will learn how to deal with change (physical and emotional), body image, decision making, assertiveness, drugs and alcohol, mental health.

METHODS OF LEARNING

Classes have six periods over ten days – four Physical Education and two Health.  The learning programme is student and teacher centred learning using co-operative group activities, discussions, peer and self feedback or reflection, visual and practical work.

WHERE DOES THE SUBJECT LEAD?

Year 11, 12 & 13 – Sports Science	
Year 11, 12 & 13 - Physical Education	
Year 11, 12 & 13 - Outdoor Education	
The subject can lead to the following careers:-
Teaching (Primary and Secondary)   Sports Coaching		Physiotherapy        Fitness Instructor                               Occupational Therapy		Nursing
Recreational Therapy                        Recreational Instructor	Tourism

OTHER DETAILS

A compulsory PE uniform must be worn.  It consists of red school shorts and a dry fit T shirt with the student’s house colours down the side.  In winter students may wear black or navy blue tracksuit pants.  The cost of the uniform is $55 and it can be purchased from the College office.

For swimming girls are required to wear a one-piece bathing suit.  Appropriate board shorts are allowed over the top.  Boys must wear appropriate swimming togs.

All equipment is provided by the faculty.  [image: C:\Documents and Settings\bsignal.HOROWHENUA.052\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\ZMZDD500\MC900060295[1].wmf]
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OPTION SUBJECTS


JAPANESE

COURSE CONTENT

By choosing this subject you will not only start to learn one of the most complicated languages in the world, but you will also begin to understand the culture and people of Japan – a fascinating country where ancient traditions blend with high-tech sophistication.
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The Introductory Course allows you to learn about:
· How to introduce yourself and give basic 
	information about yourself 
· Greetings and farewells
· How to use numbers
· How to read and write in ”Hiragana”
· Japanese festivals and customs
… and more


You will have the opportunity to do fun activities such as listening to Japanese pop songs and trying simple Japanese dishes.

WHERE DOES THE SUBJECT LEAD?

Japanese is available right through to Year 13 at Horowhenua College.  To study Japanese at Year 10 and beyond requires you to do two trimesters in Year 9 unless you have significant prior knowledge of the language.

New Zealand has strong economic and cultural ties with Japan and needs young people skilled in the language.  You could find yourself working either here or in Japan in business, tourism, education or the diplomatic corps.

Of course many people learn Japanese for the personal challenge of writing and speaking in a different way and learning more about the culture of Japan.  You may well have the opportunity of hosting Japanese students and/or going to Japan if you continue your studies to a senior level.




SPANISH


COURSE CONTENT

At Year 9 an introductory course is offered in Spanish.

The introductory course covers:
· Giving basic information about yourself
· Greetings
· Family
· Pets
· School
· Food
· Dates
· Some Spanish customs


METHODS OF LEARNING

Listening and writing exercises; speaking exercises mostly done in pairs, puzzles and games.

WHERE DOES THE SUBJECT LEAD?

Year 10 Spanish, Year 11 - 13 NCEA Spanish.
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TE REO MĀORI


COURSE CONTENT

Te Reo Māori is the birthright of all those who have a Māori background.  Those who are keen but have no family links can also learn basic Māori.  You will learn to greet people, pronounce names correctly, learn waiata and haka.  By the end of the course you will be comfortable in saying quite a lot about yourself and naming things in Māori.  Some may even be able to hold a basic conversation.

If you can already speak Te Reo you will be able to do an extension course or possibly earn credits towards your NCEA.

METHODS OF LEARNING

People learn a language by speaking, as well as listening and reading and writing.  You will observe basic tikanga in our whare.  Those who join the Kapa Haka will find that their language will grow rapidly.

WHERE DOES THE SUBJECT LEAD?

Te Reo Māori can be taken at all levels throughout the school.  Many jobs will be advertised with the extra words: “Knowledge of Te Reo Māori will be an advantage”, which is a reality today.  For people who have a Māori side, the learning of Te Reo opens the door to exploring who you really are and what makes you special. 

OTHER DETAILS

Students will have trips and visits from time to time which will involve limited cost.  
It is expected that you will join the Kapa Haka group at school this year.

[image: http://images.picsearch.com/is?waJTaQuQZwV64I3EtnzMGqOH2TjbumwdPYiWaFo2wJQ]










READING


COURSE CONTENT

This Reading option is available for students who would benefit from extra reading support.  Different aspects of reading such as comprehension strategies, vocabulary and word attack skills are explored, to enable more confident and fluent reading.

Increasing reading mileage through wider reading is also important, as is getting to know the library.

Class size is kept small to ensure all individual needs are recognised.













ESOL


COURSE CONTENT

You will learn through using different forms of English: writing, reading, speaking, listening, and visual language which is viewing and presenting.  By using all these skills you will increase your knowledge, skills and interests in English.

You will also have the opportunity to improve your basic vocabulary. Often your lessons will be based around topics being studied in other school subjects.

METHODS OF LEARNING

Knowledge, skills and interests are developed by studying a wide range of things - like stories, plays, poems, films and speeches, and then writing and speaking about them. 

WHERE DOES THE SUBJECT LEAD?

The communication skills developed in ESOL are essential in almost every other school subject.  There are several paths towards NCEA in ESOL after Year 10.
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ROTATION SUBJECTS

ART

COURSE CONTENT

In this course you will use new media and learn new skills.  Assignments include drawing with tonal values, Aboriginal Art studies, Maori symbols and motifs, New Zealand artist model studies and painting techniques.

The emphasis is on fun and learning new techniques.  The programme includes an extension activity for gifted students, where they can use the skills and techniques taught to create a canvas painting based on New Zealand artist models.

METHODS OF LEARNING

You will learn through a practical based series of lessons, whereby each new concept is demonstrated, and then you learn by practise, extension and imaginative work. 

You will learn by using your perceptual skills, imaginative skills, technical skills and critical awareness.

You will have regular Art homework.

WHERE DOES THE SUBJECT LEAD?

Art as a subject is done at Year 9, 10 and 11.  At Years 12 and 13 Art splits into  Design, Painting, Printmaking and/or Photography. 

Art can lead on to a wide variety of careers, such as graphic artist, graphic designer, TV production, magazine and newspaper advertising, art gallery and museum work, teaching Art at primary, secondary or tertiary level, illustrator, textile designer, fashion designer, interior and landscape designer, and many others.

OTHER DETAILS

You will need an Art Kit which is available from the school and is paid for at the beginning of the year.  The kit will last two years as Art at Year 9 leads on to Year 10 Art.  The kit costs approximately $55.00 and must be purchased in the first few weeks of the Rotation.  This is a compulsory requirement.
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MUSIC


COURSE CONTENT

· Composition:  Making up your own music and writing it down.
· Aural skills:  Listening exercises.
· Theory:  Reading and writing down music; everyone works at their own level.
· Musical knowledge: Various subjects, plus a project.
· Introduction to the guitar and keyboard.                                                                                 
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You will learn by:
· Practical work on instruments
· Theory in books
· Projects and assignments
· Group work
· Music History: listening, quizzes and bookwork





This course leads directly to Year 10 Music.  Music can be taken as a subject right through to Year 13 level.  Music can be studied at tertiary level for degrees and diplomas.

Music careers include music teaching (instrumental or classroom), performer (solo or group), conductor, composer, accompanist, instrument maker, tuner, music publisher, making CDs, TV and radio, marketing, promotion, management, music engineer, music and computers.

OTHER DETAILS

Instrumental lessons are offered.  They cost between $20 and $70 a year (very cheap compared to private lessons).  Flutes, saxophones, recorders, clarinets, brass instruments such as cornets and tubas may all be hired from school.  For other lessons you need to have your own instrument at home.
The Music Department is very active with many musical events and trips available.
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DRAMA


COURSE CONTENT

You will learn how to communicate ideas through drama.  It is a great opportunity to help develop your confidence and public speaking ability.  You will explore the elements and conventions of Drama.  There will be opportunities to perform a scripted piece, devise your own short dramatic play and learn theatre sports.  

METHODS OF LEARNING

You will experience a variety of learning opportunities including taking part in many confidence building games that concentrate on having fun and using your imagination.  We also prepare short pieces that are devised in small groups.  There will be many opportunities to perform to the class in a supportive and friendly environment.  

WHERE DOES THE SUBJECT LEAD?

Drama can lead on to Year 10 Drama.  This can lead to taking Drama as an NCEA subject in the senior school.  Many students find the love for Drama encourages them to audition for our major school production or other local performing arts productions.  

Drama can lead to a number of exciting career options in theatre, film, TV, directing, producing, costume and set designing and teaching.

The most valuable thing it provides is the opportunity for you to gain confidence and explore learning in an active and imaginative way.




TECHNOLOGY


COURSE CONTENT

A range of projects will be offered that utilize the design process and encompass a wide variety of materials.  These may include soft and hard materials such as fabrics, metal, plastics and food.  The development of IT skills will be part of the Technology courses and support technological practice.

Learning may include:
· Design terms and process
· Materials and their properties
· Use of equipment and tools 
· Research skills including internet search
· Presentation methods.
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METHODS OF LEARNING
In technological practice, learning is by:
· Hands-on use of materials
· Brief-based design.

WHERE DOES THE SUBJECT LEAD?

· Year 10 Technology subjects
· Senior Technology
· Industry based courses.




TIKANGA MĀORI


COURSE CONTENT

The aim of our Tikanga Māori course is to help all students of any race to feel more at home in Māori situations.  To do this, we will practise pronunciation of Māori words, learn basic Māori greetings, be introduced to Māori customs and values.  Sometimes we get involved in traditional Māori activities such as Marae welcomes and waiata.  We will learn about our local history. 

METHODS OF LEARNING

The course is more practical than theory.   We listen to others talking about marae welcomes, we learn songs, people help us pronounce words, we take part in learning our history.  There is an introduction to kapa haka.

 WHERE DOES THE SUBJECT LEAD?

This course is an excellent introduction to being a New Zealander who feels at home with Māori people and Māori situations.  Many jobs include compulsory marae courses and correct pronunciation of Māori.  
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