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Students and parents/caregivers are asked to carefully consider the option subjects they wish to take in 2012.

This will allow the school to:

· develop a timetable structure,
· ensure that appropriate staff are available.


Students and parents/caregivers are encouraged to discuss option choices with teachers, Heads of Faculties and the Year 9 Dean.

Parents/caregivers may contact the relevant staff by telephoning the College office.
· Deputy Principal			Miss Sharon Moerkerk
· Year 9 Dean				Ms Melissa Signal
· Head of Arts Faculty		Mrs Jeanette Gilroy
· Head of Languages			Mr Simon Smith
· Head of Technology			Mr Andre Jacobs
· Head of Physical Education	Ms Brenda Signal











Please complete your Option Choice Form and return it to your Tutor Teacher by

 Friday 4 November
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CHOOSING A COURSE OF STUDY

Core Subjects
Year 10 students take a full year course in English, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, and Physical Education.

Compulsory Rotation Subjects
At Year 10 students participate in a rotation of subjects covering a wide range of skills and subject matter.  There are four compulsory subjects:  
· Food Technology
· Materials Technology
· Information Literacy 
· Arts (choose from Art, Drama and Music).

Option Subjects
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Language (choose from Japanese, Spanish or Te Reo Maori).
Students do not need to have studied the language at Year 9 before choosing it at Year 10.  Students who choose a language will study it all year. 

· Arts (choose from Art, Drama or Music). This needs to be a different Arts subject to the one you chose for your compulsory rotation.

· Graphics

· Outdoor Education

· Services Academy

· Reading and ESOL are offered to selected students.
  
If you choose a Language you will study it all year.

All other Option and Rotation subjects are studied for a half-year.

You need to choose:
· Your compulsory Arts Rotation subject
· A Language or two other Option subjects. 

Please consider your choices carefully.  Discuss them with your parents and teachers.

Have a go at challenging yourself.  All learning is valuable and will help you in later life.

There is a cost of $140.00 for the Compulsory Rotations Subjects.  There may be an additional charge for some of the Option Subjects (see the relevant page in this handbook). The charges cover the cost of the material component of the option and rotation subjects. 
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YEAR 10 OPTIONS


ART

COURSE CONTENT
This is a practical subject, but with some theory/written work involved, eg research, notes on artist models.  Art disciplines such as Painting, Design, Collage and Drawing will be the main elements of the course.  Artist models from New Zealand and the Pacific, and international models will also be studied.  

METHODS OF LEARNING:
Each discipline will be introduced and practised through a series of Units.  Each Unit will be assessed at the completion of the topic (usually 4 to 6 weeks duration).

WHERE DOES THIS SUBJECT LEAD?
Students may continue to take Art at Year 11 for NCEA.  Art continues at Year 12 level and also includes Year 12 Photography and/or Design.  At Year 13 it includes Painting, Printmaking, Design and Photography, all NCEA and Scholarship subjects, and approved University Entrance subjects.

Careers in the arts include advertising, television, film animation, fashion design, industrial design, architecture, textile design, theatre design, surveyor, museum curator   or guide, artist, art teacher, magazine/book illustrator, photographer, etc.

There are a large number of tertiary institutions in New Zealand where Art and Design may be studied.

OTHER DETAILS


Year 10 Art students must have their own art pad, art folio, 
paint, brushes, pencils, coloured pencils, eraser, and ruler.  
A complete Art kit costs $50.00 and is available from the
College Office.  All other paper, card and equipment will be 
supplied as required.  The Year 9 kit is fine to re-use, although
you may need to top-up this with extra paints, paper and brushes.
The Art kit is a compulsory requirement of this course.










DRAMA


COURSE CONTENT
This is a very practical course which is designed to build confidence and self-esteem, as well as giving students insight into the world of the performing arts. 

The Year 10 course helps to develop skills in acting, devising, directing, improvisation, mask making, and Theatre Sports.  

METHODS OF LEARNING
Each discipline will be learnt and practised through a series of units.  Each unit will be assessed at the completion of the topic (usually 4 weeks duration). Be prepared to participate in all assessments and have a lot of fun during the process of learning.


HOW IS IT ASSESSED?
Performance assessments at the end of each unit. On-going formative assessment of teamwork and leadership skills.

WHERE DOES THIS SUBJECT LEAD?
· Senior Drama at NCEA Levels 1, 2 and 3 in Years 11-13
· Careers in the Performing Arts, including film, television and theatre
· The skills learnt in drama are transferable to all careers, especially those that value communication, confidence, teamwork and leadership skills

[image: ]






















GRAPHICS

COURSE CONTENT
The content of this course uses many media forms including computers to produce a technological outcome.

HOW IS IT ASSESSED?
A level 1 internally assessed achievement standard worth 3 credits will be offered.  The remainder of the course will be assessed using self-assessment and teacher assessment of a completed folio.

WHERE DOES THE SUBJECT LEAD?
The course is intended to prepare students for study of Graphics at Level 1, 2 and 3 which are all achievement standard courses.  The subject can lead to tertiary study.
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JAPANESE


COURSE CONTENT
The Year 10 Japanese course follows on from the introductory course of Year 9 and focuses on Levels 2, 3 and 4 of the curriculum.  Students may also begin the study of Japanese at Year 10.  Both courses aim to develop your confidence in using the language for communication, so that by the end of the year you should be able to do things like:
· Read and write confidently all hiragana, 
katakana and about 30 kanji[image: SO02115_[1]]

· Describe people and places
· Comment on the weather
· Describe people’s appearance and clothing
· Describe the location of objects
· Discuss daily routine
· Speak confidently about dates, years, numbers			
· Ask for things in shops and restaurants
· Demonstrate knowledge of Japanese 
family life, housing, leisure and cultural events

HOW IS IT ASSESSED?
Assessment will include informal observation of classroom learning as well as regular unit tests that are designed to measure and record your progress and understanding in the four skill areas of reading, writing, listening and speaking. 

WHERE DOES THIS SUBJECT LEAD?
You may continue to study Japanese at Horowhenua College to Year 13 which, if you are interested in further study, will provide a solid base for university study.  Success in Japanese language will open doors in the trade, tourism and educational sectors and will give you valuable knowledge of a country which is extremely important to New Zealand.  Later on you may have a chance to go to Japan as an exchange student or for employment, and in 2013 Horowhenua College will organise a school trip to Japan for those studying the language. 
There is a $5 charge for the course workbook that will be included in fees.














MUSIC










COURSE CONTENT
This course is for students who are or wish to be proficient in an instrument.  The students will study theory at their own level.  Practical assessments will be on the keyboard, guitar, bass guitar, drums, vocals or specialized instruments.  There will be a unit on composition techniques using current notation software and research and historical topics relating to the student’s musical interests. Aural notation of rhythms, melodies and chords will also be studied.

WHERE DOES THIS SUBJECT LEAD?
This course is an introduction to NCEA Level 1 Music.

OTHER DETAILS
Students may wish to learn a musical instrument through the school or have group singing lessons. Students will be able to register their interest for these early in the year.
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OUTDOOR EDUCATION



COURSE CONTENT
The course covers kayak confidence, indoor rock climbing, track cycling, orienteering, tramping and adventure based learning activities. Through these activities students will develop self-confidence, leadership, co-operation and other personal attributes.  An opportunity will be given for an overnight tramp.

HOW IS IT ASSESSED?
This is mostly a practical course aimed at giving the students some idea as to what Outdoor Education involves for year 11 and as a career option. It is assessed through practical skills performance and completion of tasks specific to each learning area.
 
WHERE DOES THE SUBJECT LEAD?
At school this course leads on to Level 1 Outdoor Education with further options to study Outdoor Education in level 2 and 3.

Outdoor Education can lead to further Tertiary study at a number of levels. Through study at University and/or Polytechnics students can study for one year certificates (level 4) through to three year Bachelor’s degrees (Level 7). Potential career options after tertiary study could be environmental educator, outdoor instructor or teacher, adventure or eco-tourism guide, or other work in the fields of community health, recreation and conservation 

OTHER DETAILS
A course cost of $20 applies to this programme covering the gear maintenance and hire of the Aquatic Centre. There will also be an approximate cost of $10 associated with the overnight tramp.
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SERVICES ACADEMY




COURSE CONTENT
This subject is based on the existing Year 12 and 13 programmes and is designed to give Year 10 Students an opportunity to develop self discipline, self confidence and physical fitness.

HOW IS IT ASSESSED?
Students will be mentored and assessed through the programme by the Academy staff and senior students.  No formal qualification will be given, however students will be required to participate in all areas of the programme.

WHERE DOES THIS SUBJECT LEAD?
This is available to students that have future aspirations in the Defence Force and other uniformed services.
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SPANISH


COURSE CONTENT
The Year 10 Spanish course builds on the language learnt in Year 9 although it is possible to begin Spanish at Year 10.  The course focuses on developing your confidence to communicate in Spanish in a range of situations.  The ability to speak Spanish is emphasized.  By the end of the year you should be able to:
· Talk about your home and saying where it is.
· Describe your house.
· Talk about daily routine.
· Give and understand detailed directions.
· Talk about what your town is like.
· Demonstrate knowledge of Spanish family life, housing, towns, leisure activities and special occasions.

HOW IS IT ASSESSED?
Assessment will include:
· Informal observation of classroom learning both spoken and written
· Homework completion
· End of unit tests (covering the four skill areas of reading, writing, listening and speaking)

WHERE DOES THIS SUBJECT LEAD?
Students can study Spanish for NCEA Levels 1 – 3.  If a student is particularly competent it is possible to advance to a higher level than their year level.  New Zealand is developing markets in South America and also buying more products from Latin America making a knowledge of Spanish increasingly valuable.




                           [image: SO02128_[1]]	[image: SO02127_[1]]



TE REO MĀORI


COURSE CONTENT
The idea behind Year 10 Māori is to learn Te Reo me ōna tikanga.  We waiata, listen and speak.  This helps understanding and appreciation of Māori and Tikanga values.  Te Reo is part of everyday life in Aotearoa.  We have simple greetings and farewells, we express our feelings and ideas and understand Māori.

HOW WILL I LEARN?
You will learn by:
· Studying language structures based around themes
· Listening to, speaking, reading and writing Te Reo
· Participating in practical activities – Kapa Haka, marae visits
· Reciting karakia
· Role playing
· Singing waiata

HOW IS IT ASSESSED?
You will have regular tests to see how your learning is going.  When you are ready, you will be asked to speak small sentences to the class.  You will be asked to take part in powhiri (welcomes).  If your level is good enough you may be able to enter into the NCEA Level 1 class a year early.  Homework is important.

WHERE DOES THIS SUBJECT LEAD?
By the end of the year’s course you will be able to be successful in Level 1 of NCEA.  If you are very good at Te Reo you could even start some of the work for NCEA this year.
To know your Reo is to know who you are.  A lot of people wish they knew how to speak Māori: adults, teacher trainees.  When you know the language, you can understand the culture. 

OTHER DETAILS:
You may have to pay for trips to marae or other visits from time to time.  We hope that you will join the Kapa Haka group at school.
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